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From The City Manager’s Desk — Christmas is Nearly Here

My wife and I were discussing future work projects at our farm when our thoughts
and our discussion turned toward how Christmas would soon be here. We are both
amazed at how quickly 2025 has passed and how farming has ended for the year.
We are Christians so the Christmas season and celebration have always had a
special place in our hearts due to our religious beliefs. We have found Christmas to
be an appropriate end to the year. A time to express love, peace and joy to others

and a time to express gratitude for our many blessings through additional sharing
and giving to others. We have always thought that this time of year was the best for
demonstrating the importance of family, togetherness, and commitment to our
neighbors and the community to which we belong because everything seems to slow

down and people seem to take notice of the value of relationships, community,

altruism, and kindness. Certainly, these recognitions are important in these days

and times. Disconnectedness and self-absorption have fueled much divisiveness

across the country, and an inability for some to get along or to discuss differing
viewpoints and opinions without animosity. My wife and I, as do many, hope that
the year-end signaling of the Christmas holiday season and the beginning of the new
year soon thereafter will cause a renewal of everyone’s spirit and commitment to
others and the community. We hope that it will help reset those who are unable to
see goodness in others simply because their opinions are different or that they

disagree with their thinking.

As in past years, the City has organized a Christmas celebration that includes a
Christmas parade, children meeting with Santa, and celebrations in the downtown
area. This year, this celebration will occur on December 5% and begin with the 6t
annual Christmas parade and travel the same route as in previous years. As in past
years, the parade will end downtown near the westside pocket park where a tree

lighting ceremony will occur, Santa will see the children, hot chocolate, popcorn,

and donuts will be served by Outdoor Cafe and Wesco, and Christmas craft and

goodie bags will be available for children until the supply is depleted.

Additionally, the City has planned to stage food trucks near the event for those who
want other types of refreshments and horse and buggy/sleigh rides have been

planned. Your attendance will allow you and your children to view the Christmas
window art on downtown business’ windows from the students of the Gateway to
Success Academy on Scottville Road near the bypass.

If you are planning to have a float in the Christmas Parade, you must register your

intent with the City. Pickup a form at City Hall, complete it, and drop it off there

when you have completed it. There is no charge for a float to be in the parade.

If you have not attended this celebration during past years, you should plan to
attend this year. It is a wonderful community event. It is reminiscent of the simple
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